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StreetBeat

Henry’s books are so good
he car’t put them down

\

PAUL WILSON

Connecting with Go

[Howard Elliott, executive editor
helliott@thespec.com
905-526-3348

[ICheryl Stepan, acting Go editor
cstepan@thespec.com
905-526-2439

[Deff Day, Arts, Entertainment
editor, assistant Go editor
jday@thespec.com
905-526-2415

[Agnes Bongers, Journal editor
abongers@thespec.com
905-526-3234

[Lontest line

905-526-4698

[Dan Kislenko, Food editor
dkislenko@thespec.com
905-526-3450

[Brent Lawson, local People and Community
blawson@thespec.com
905-526-2463

[Linda Ricciardi, calendars and lists
Iricciardi@thespec.com
905-526-3228

[1Graham Rockingham, music
grockingham@thespec.com
905-526-3331

[Florence Sicoli, Health & Fitness editor
fsicoli@thespec.com
905-526-3375

[Michele Steeves, Style editor
msteeves@thespec.com
905-526-3272

[br call our main switchboard
905-526-3333

ON THE COVER:

Pizza crust made fromrice
makes for a tasty change
from wheat and keeps your pals
with special diets happy.

Photo by
The Canadian Press

Today @thespec.com

Organic origins
When a product on the grocery shelf
says it's organic, what exactly does that

mean? Lisa Grace Marr talks about the
issue in a special video on thespec.com.

Going underground

Watch the video clip about a local land-
form called the Eramosa Karst.

It's a collapsed cave network that in-
cludes a number of surface features such
as sink holes and sinking streams.

Elton John tickets

Enter two contests to win tickets to the
Elton John concert at Copps Coliseum on
Nov. 5. Go to thespec.com/Elton and try
to identify mystery music tracks to be
entered in a draw for a pair of tickets. Or
e-mail eltonjohn@thespec.com and tell
us how Elton’s music moved you.

Today’s poll

The City Log poll on thespec.com asks:
“Does God exist?” The poll is updated
every 10 minutes and finishes tomorrow.

Cornered by Mike Baldwin
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“Returning to standard time is always
difficult. I gain an hour of worrying.”

enry Black is abachelor. His mis-

tress all these years has been the
printed word. To the charms of abook,
even a battered, musty one, he cannot
say no. He has surrendered thousands
of times.

He could have married. “Iwas
propositioned five for six times,” he
says.

“Iwould have liked to be amarried
man, but I never felt secure. That'’s
funny, with all theriches here”

Yes, riches abound at Black’s Books,
1249 Main St. E. Don’t look for the
shop in the phone book. Henry does-
n’t have a phone. Don’t look for an ad.
Henry doesn’t advertise.

But Black’s Books does have books.
They reach the roof and crowd the
skinny aisles of thislong shop. Ifit’s
not the world’s biggest bookstore, it’s
the most cluttered.

Someday this must end. Henry is
76. His eyesight is failing and so is his
hearing. “I’m trying to find the right
person, somebody who likes books.”

Henry has liked books since he was a
boy. They used to have auction sales
on York Street and Henry often
bought books there. He would arrive
home with another big brown bag and
his father would say, “Henry, it’s you
or the books. Something’s got to go”

Henry did go away. He pulls a slim
volume from a stack near the door. It’s
a50-year-old copy of the Xaverian,
the yearbook for St. Francis Xavier
University in Nova Scotia. There’s
Henry in a top hat, member of some
arcane society. And there’s Richard V.
Bannon. “Ah, Dr. Bannon,” says Hen-
ry. “He taught me Chaucer”

Henry was no scholar. “I got alowly
BA, just scraped through”

But he eventually landed ajob with
the Centennial Commission in Ot-
tawa, working on projects such as the

Confederation Train. Henry loved the
research.

He went onto a career with the
communications arm of Energy,
Mines and Resources. All the while, he
collected books.

He stored them in aroom built on
the back of his brother’s place in the
country, 5th Concession, Waterdown.

Andin1989, Henry opened a shop
on Locke Street South. He stayed
there 10 years, while the street got
trendy. Henry’s building was sold and
he had tomove.

He would have liked Westdale, but it
was too expensive. So he moved onto
Main East. It’s not prime real estate,
but it isjust around the corner from
hishouse on Province Street.

There are no signs to say what’s
where, but Henry knows there are
sections. Entertainment, Religion,
Middle East, History, Canadiana, Art,
Military.

Henry would arrive home
with another bag of
books and his dad would
say It s you or the books,
son. Something s gotta go.

There’s anice 1906 Atlas of Canada.
The Oxford Companion to Music is
here, 1043 edition, 1,132 pages. So s
the Rolling Stone Record Guide, 1979.
And The Book of Predictions, 1980.

Here’s The Lounger’s Common-
Place Book of Miscellaneous Anec-
dotes. Published MDCCXCIII. Henry
does the calculations. That’s 1793.

Most people want a paperback or
two, but the odd collector comes by.

And there’s the guy from the other
side of Buffalo who arrives, explores
Henry’s jungle, fills a box with books
and sells them on eBay. He’s making
the money Henry should be making.

In asecret chamber further down
Main East, Henry has more stuff.
“You're going to be shocked,” he says,
and unlocks the door.

Inside, old bottles, bicycles, maps,
records, radios, alobster trap, a wind-

up record player. Henry puts on one
thick platter, cranks the machine and
AdaJones sings her 1916 hit, If I Knock
The L Out of Kelly.

Henry has to be out of this overflow
space in two weeks. He’s alittle fran-
tic. But he saysit willbe arelief to get
free of that. The shop alone is enough
for any man. The books that rise
around him are hislife. They fill him up.

“Oh, I've got alot of stuff in my

TED BRELLISFORD, THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR
Henry’s bookstore is out of control, but he doesn’t know what to do with it all.

head,” Henry says. “There’s too much
in there, my boy.

“Too much history, tragedy, war.
Some of it you want to forget. But you
can’t. Youjustlive withit.”

StreetBeat appears Monday,
Wednesday and Friday

pwilson@thespec.com
905-526-3391

THE WEATHER

Four-Day Forecast

For more details, go to thespec.com and click on Weather
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Mostly cloudy, a flurry
WINDS: NNW 7-14 km/h

RealFeel: -3°

AFTERNOON

Mostly cloudy and cold
WiNDs: NW 8-16 km/h

RealFeel: 2°

EVENING

-1°
Partly cloudy and cold
WINDs: W 4-8 km/h

RealFeel: -2°
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Some sun, then clouds
WINDs: WSW 3-6 km/h

RealFeel: 9° / -5°
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THURSDAY
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Rain and drizzle; colder
WINDs: E 12-25 km/h

RealFeel: -6° / -10°

SATURDAY
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Snow and rain in the a.m.
WINDs: WNW 8-16 km/h

RealFeel: 1° / -9°

The patented AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature® is an exclusive index of the effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine intensity, cloudiness, precipitation, pressure and elevation on the human body.

Almanac

Statistics for Hamilton through 4 p.m. yesterday
Temperature

Normal High/low ... 12.9°/3.0°
Record High .. .. 24.4°in 1963
Record Low -3.9°in 1969
Precipitation

Today's NOrmal .......ccoeeveeeverenreeresseees 2.1 mm

Yesterday
Month to date

Local Forecast Today

Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight's lows

Ontario Cities

Air Quality (At 4 p.m. yesterday)
Hamilton Downtown .................... 14, very good

v
015 1631 3249 5099 1004
v

015 1631 3249 5099 1004
Hamilton Mountain ..........ccccceeenvinennn. 16, good
Hamilton West ..........ccccoeiviienne 13, very good
Burlington ... 14, very good
St. Catharines .........ccccceevvveeennn. 14, very good
Oakville ...ccoviieiieiie s 15, very good

Source: Ontario Ministry of Environment

UV Index

v
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10am 0 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 1011

12pm o 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 1011

2pm 0 2 3 45 6 7 8 9

1
v
1
v
1 1011+
v

1

4pm 0 2 345 67 8 9 1011

Values indicate the exposure to the sun's ultraviolet
rays. Shown is the highest value for today.
0-2: Low, 3-5: Moderate, 6-7: High,
8-10: Very high, 11+: Extreme

Sun and Moon
Sunrise today
Sunset tonight .
Moonrise today
Moonset today

First

Oct 29 Nov 5
Weather Trivia™

1859: Just before daybreak, a tornado burst upon
Coldwater, ON. Several buildings were blown to
pieces. The twister lifted a school house from its
foundation and carried it into an adjoining lot. It blew
roofs and barns out of sight. Even household articles
watfted through the air to parts unknown. Had this
occurred when residents were not in their beds,
many lives would likely have been lost.

Nov 12

Nov 20

Courtesy David Phillips,
2006 Canadian Weather Trivia Calendar

AccuWeather.con"

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2006
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United States Cities
Today Thu Fri Sat Today Thu Fri Sat
Atlanta 18/8pc  14/10t  16/7c 18/9s Miami 26/20s  28/24pc 31/22c  28/20c
Boston 12/4pc  13/3s 9/5¢ 13/6r Minneapolis ~ 10/0pc  8/1c 3/1pc 8/2pc
Buffalo 7l1c 8/1s 5/3r 7I1r New York 12/7pc  13/4s 9Irr 13/8c
Chicago 10/4s 9/4r 11/2c 10/2pc Orlando 24/13s  28/19pc 29/18c  25/15c
Dallas 24/17t  27/11pc  23/9s 27/12s Phoenix 28/16s  28/13s  29/14pc  29/14pc
Denver 13/-2r 71-3r 17/1s 18/2s San Francisco 24/9s 24/9s 23/10s  21/10s
Honolulu 30/22pc  30/22pc  29/22pc  29/22s Seattle 12/8c 14/9r 14/8c 13/7r
Las Vegas 25/11s  22/9s 24/10s  24/11s Tampa 24/14s  28/21pc 28/23t  24/17t
LosAngeles  24/13pc 29/12s  30/13s  28/13s Washington ~ 12/6pc ~ 12/5pc  12/8r 14/7c
International Cities
Today Thu Fri Sat Today Thu Fri Sat
Acapulco 32/25pc  31/26t  31/25t  32/24c Jerusalem 20/14r  21/14pc 21/14pc  20/10pc
Amsterdam  14/11sh  18/8sh  14/9pc  15/8pc Johannesburg 34/15s  30/14pc 27/13pc  24/13pc
Athens 26/19pc  25/19s  26/19s  26/19s Kyiv 15/7sh  12/7pc  15/3pc  7/2c
Baghdad 28/18pc  30/19pc  25/17pc  24/16sh London 15/12r  18/8pc  15/7pc  14/10pc
Bangkok 33/24pc  33/24pc  32/24pc  32/23c Madrid 20/12r  20/12sh 25/10c  27/9pc
Beijing 14/3pc  13/7pc  16/8pc  19/4s Mexico City ~ 25/10t  24/9pc  21/8sh  22/9pc
Belgrade 21/10pc  23/13pc  25/12s  12/1pc Moscow 11/9r 12/4c 7/5r 6/-1pc
Bermuda 24/19pc  25/20pc  25/22pc  27/23pc Nassau 27/22s  28/23s  32/24pc  31/23t
Berlin 15/9pc  20/13c  15/7s 13/5pc Paris 16/15sh  21/12pc  16/9pc  18/9pc
Budapest 17/8pc  19/9c 22/4pc  11/-2pc Rio de Janeiro 24/20pc  27/21pc  28/23pc  29/22pc
Cancun 31/24pc 3124t 3122t 31/22¢c Rome 24/16pc  26/16s  26/15s  25/14s
Dom. Rep. 32/24pc  29/22c  31/23c  30/22c Stockholm 8/2pc 8/7r 9/-6r 1/-3pc
Dublin 13/11r  14/8pc  14/10r  14/10r Sydney 21/16t  21/17pc 19/13pc  18/12s
Edinburgh 11/6r 9/2r 9/6r 13/12pc Tehran 19/14sh  19/14pc 19/13pc  17/13pc
Havana 28/20pc  30/20c  28/21t  27/19¢c Tokyo 18/13pc  18/12pc 19/12sh  19/12pc
Ho ChiMinh  33/23pc  32/24pc  33/23pc  34/23pc Vienna 15/9pc  21/16pc 22/13pc  16/8pc
Hong Kong  28/22pc  28/22pc  28/23pc  29/24pc Warsaw 12/4pc  16/12c  18/4pc  7/2c
Istanbul 21/17pc  19/13pc 18/16s  19/13pc Zagreb 19/9pc  23/9pc  24/11s  11/2pc

Today Thu Fri Sat
Brantford 7I-1c 8/0pc 2/0r 8/0r
Burlington 8/0c 8/1pc 3/2r 9/3r
Cambridge 7l-1c 7-lpc  1/-1sn 7/0r
Goderich 6/1c 8/0pc 1/0sn Tl4r
Kingston 7l-1c 7/0s 4/0sn 6/1r
Muskoka 4l-2¢ 5/-2s -1/-3sf  5/-2sn
Niagara Falls  8/0c 8/0pc 0/0i 713r
North Bay 4/-3c 5/-3s -1/-2sn 4/-2sn
Oakville 7/0c 8/1pc 2/2r 8/2r
Ottawa 6/-1c 7l-lpc  3/-1sn 6/1sn
Peterborough  5/-2c 71-2s 0/-3sf 6/-3sn
Port Colborne  7/0c 7-lpc O/l 8/1r
Simcoe 6/-1c 8/0pc 2/0r 8/1r
Sudbury 4/-4c 4/-3s -2/-3sn - 3/-3sf
Thunder Bay 6/-6pc  8/-4pc  0/-4c 5/-5pc
Windsor 8/1pc 9/3r 713r 8/3r
Canada Cities

Today Thu Fri Sat
Banff 6/-3sn  6/-4sn  5/-4sn 5/-6sn
Calgary 8-lpc  1/-1c  5/-3c 9/-5r
Charlottetown  9/-1r 7/0r 8/1c 9/2¢
Churchill 2/-3c 3/-4c 1/-5sn 0/-7sf
Edmonton 8/1pc 10/-1pc  7/-4pc  2/-8sn
Fredericton  8/1sh 8/-1c 8/1s 8l4c
Goose Bay  5/-2sn  4/-2sn  4/-2sn 4/-2pc
Grande Prairie 11/-2c 8/-5pc  5/-8c 0/-11sn
Halifax 11/-2r 8/2r 9/3pc 11/5r
Iqaluit -2/-5pc  -2/-6c -3)-7pc  -3/-8sf
Kamloops 10/5sh  14/6c 13/6pc  13/2pc
Kelowna 11/0sh  12/2c 12/2pc  12/0pc
Lethbridge 10/1pc  12/0pc  11/0c 10/-3pc
Medicine Hat 9/-1pc  11/-2pc  8/-4c 8/-5r
Moncton T1-4r 6/-1sh  7/0pc 9/1pc
Montreal 8/2c 8/1pc 5/2pc TI2r
Prince George 9/2r 9/1r 5/1sn 5/-4sh
Prince Rupert  12/5r 9/4r Tl2r 6/1pc
Quebec City  8/1c 8/-2c 7/0pc 4/1sn
Red Deer 7/0pc 7I-6¢c 3/-8sn 2/-11sn
Regina 8/-4sh  94pc  7l-2pc  6/-3c
S. Ste. Marie  6/-2pc  8/0s 2/0r 5/0sn
Saint John 8/1r 6/1c 6/1s 11/6pc
Saskatoon 8/-4c 8/-5¢ 5/-8pc  3/-10sf
St. John’s 12/3c 8/3sh 8/2r 8/2pc
Timmins 3/-6¢c 3/-5pc  2/-6c 1/-6sf
Vancouver 11/9r 13/10r  13/9r 14/8r
Victoria 13/8r 14/8r 14/9r 15/7r
Whistler 6/1sh 9/2r 10/2r 10/0pc
Whitehorse ~ 2/-5sf 1/-8sn  0/-10pc  -3/-12sn
Winnipeg 7-2pc  8/-1c 4/-2¢ 2/-2pc
Woodstock  7/-1c 7-lpc 11 7/0r
Yarmouth 10/4c 9/3c 8/4pc 12/8¢c
Yellowknife 1/-6sn  -2/-8sn  -4/-10sn -5/-10sn

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers,
t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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